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WELCOME TO ISECON °88

"The Key to information systems education is information exchange." And the exchange of in-
formation -- about curriculum, about information systems, about the industry -- is the key to
ISECON °88.

To facilitate this exchange, ISECON ’88 provides opportunities for formal presentations, infor-
mal discussions, demonstrations, and workshops. You enhance the exchange by responding to
the presentations, and actively participating in the various informal sessions. The more you par-
ticipate, the more wide-spread and valuable will be our informaton exchange.

Information systems educators and industry trainers face a multi-faceted challenge: how to con-
tinue to teach the necessary skills for today’s information systems environment and yet prepare
for the vast number of technological changes already forecast for the not-too-distant future. How
do we prepare technologcally competent professionals who also have the interpersonal and busi-
ness-related skills required in our rapidly evolving information industry?

ISECON ’88 will not, of course, provide all the answers! But we hope you wil find direction,
scope, ideas, and resources which will help in your response to the challenge.

Welcome to ISECON ’88!

Best wishes,

G““"L‘(QM’*

Beverly B. Madron, Ph.D., CDP
President, Board of Regents
DPMA Education Foundation
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UNEXPECTED SIDE EFFECTS FROM
FINE TUNING THE CURRICULUM

: IR. JACOB GERIACH
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER
800 W. MAIN STREET
WHITEWATER, WI 53190

Abstract:

This paper deals with curriculum changes, student course load and student
programming maturity. Student maturity is often considered in terms of
courses taken; these findings suggest that maturity may be more specific and
in fact, may be traced to a single program or project.

INTRODUCTION

At the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater we are constantly
struggling to keep our program current
and meaningful. We recently went
through a curriculum revision where we
made some changes in the programming
segment of the curriculum. Under the
old curriculum every student was
required to take Introduction to
Programming, a course taught at
Whitewater by the Mathematics and
Computer Science Department. The
student then took three MIS
programming courses. These three
courses were:

Concepts of Programming using PL/I

Data Structures and File Structures

COBOL and Database.

The Introduction to Programming course
is used by many disciplines and it is
not ours to change; but some changes
had to be made in the other three
courses. Over time the courses had
expanded to the point that each tried
to cover entirely too much material;
further, we felt the need to expand the
database portion to at least a full
semester.

To make the material covered in each
course more manageable and to allow a
full semester for database required the
addition of a new course. To
compensate for the additional three
hours of required courses, we reduced
the number of required elective
credits. The new curriculum has:
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